Media release — for immediate use
The Future of Taungurung Forested Country — Stone Country Activation

The Taungurung Land and Waters Council (TLaWC) welcomes the announcement of an important step in
creating a cultural reserve in the Strathbogies on Taungurung Country. This step begins a pathway of
shared decision making and collaborative management between the local community, key agencies and
TLaWC. This partnership is focused on creating healthy Country for all Victorians.

TLaWC recognises that Victorian Premier, The Honourable Jacinta Allan MP, has provided the
government response to recommendations of the Great Outdoors Taskforce (GOT) and the Eminent
Panel for Community Engagement (The Panel). This response enables TLaWC to progress on the
partnership pathway for this cultural landscape.

TLaWC has actively participated in the work of the Panel and the GOT, completing a Biocultural
Assessment and providing advice in the process.

EXTRACT FROM THE PREMIER’S ANNOUNCEMENT Following the end of native timber harvesting, the
Government commissioned the Great Outdoors Taskforce to reimagine the future of Victoria’s forests to
meet community expectations. Informed by extensive consultation and expert advice from the Eminent
Panel for Community Engagement, we are releasing the Government’s Response, backed by targeted
investment to promote community access, support regional economies, and better manage the forest.

These recommendations are focused on the future management and use of State forests in eastern
Victoria.

‘TLaWC has been actively engaged in biocultural assessments of the Zoned State Forests since the
announcement to cease logging of all native timber in Victoria,” Matthew Burns, TLaWC CEO, said.

Zoned State Forests represent almost 50% of public land on Taungurung Country, totalling some
532,000 Ha.

‘Forests are places for people and are important due to their natural, cultural and recreational values.’

‘TLaWC is excited by the opportunity to work closely with the communities of the Strathbogies to care
for Country for the benefit of all Victorians.’

TLaWC has recommended a resourced cultural landscape program pilot to be established in Stone
Country (the Strathbogies). This will involve, but is not limited to: setting a vision for cultural landscape
development, creating a collaborative governance body and plan, and activation of up to two pilot
‘Places within Stone Country Cultural Landscape’ to develop a both worlds approach.

All recommendations are consistent with current public policy (including Pupangarli Marnmarnepu and
the Victorian Traditional Owner Cultural Landscapes Strategy) and the forthcoming Public Land Bill.




Interviews

Matthew Burns, TLaWC CEQ, is available for interview. Please contact csutton@tlawc.com.au or call
0438742433 to arrange an interview.
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